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A  VISION  OF  COLUMBIA  THEOLOGICAL  SEMI- 
NARY AS  EXPRESSED  BY  A  FORMAL  AD- 
DRESS TO  THE  PUBLIC  BY  A  COMMITTEE 
APPOINTED  BY  THE  PRESBYTERY  OF  SOUTH 
CAROLINA  NEARLY  A  CENTURY  AGO. 

After  a  lapse  of  nearly  a  century,  our  Church  still  has 
the  problem  of  developing  and  enlarging  its  theological 
seminaries.  There  can  be  no  question  that  the  institu- 
tion where  the  ordained  ministry  is  trained  is  of  prime 
importance.  In  the  early  decades  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury the  establishing  of  such  institutions  occupied  the 
minds  of  our  foremost  thinkers  and  took  up  a  good  part 
of  the  deliberations  of  Presbyteries  and  Synods.  It  is 
refreshing  to  see  how  clearly  our  forefathers  saw  the 
need  and  advantages  of  theological  seminaries.  We  are 
giving  below  an  extract  from  the  public  address  which 
was  written  by  the  appointment  of  South  Carolina  Pres- 
bytery in  1824,  as  follows : 

"In  presenting  this  view  of  our  efforts  to  the  world," 
say  they,  "we  are  at  a  loss  how  to  express  our  feelings. 
We  are  conscious  'the  ground  on  which  we  stand  is  holy ;' 
that  in  the  economy  of  Divine  Providence  we  are  called, 
as  it  were,  to  prepare  another  wheel  in  that  grand  moral 
machinery  which  centuries  have  been  constructing,  and 
which  is  destined,  by  the  eternal  decrees,  to  crush  the 
powers  of  darkness  and  usher  in  the  brightness  of  milen- 
nial glory.  That  the  world  is  about  to  experience  a  won- 
derful moral  change,  the  most  senseless  must  perceive. 
Andover  and  Princeton  have  already  told  us  what  part 
theological  seminaries  are  destined  to  bear  in  the  illumi- 
nation and  reformation  of  the  present  age ;  and  when  we 
find  another  about  to  rise,  almost  in  the  extremity  of  our 
continent,  surely  'the  ears  of  the  deaf  must  begin  to  hear, 
the  tongue  of  the  dumb  to  sing,  and  the  lame  to  leap  as 
an  hart.' 


"We  say  we  feel  as  though  the  ground  we  occupy  were 
consecrated;  and  we  only  ask  a  half -awakened  world  to 
assume  some  eminence  of  moral  and  scientific  height,  and 
trace  the  rays  of  light  these  instiutions  are  shooting  into 
the  darkest  corners  of  the  earth,  and  gaze  upon  the  won- 
ders of  reform  these  rays  are  effecting,  and  then  say  if 
the  arm  of  the  Lord  is  not  visible.  Should  not  we  feel  as 
though  Almighty  God  had  called  us,  and,  in  calling,  hath 
honored  us,  to  light  up  another  sun  which  shall  throw 
still  farther  west  the  light  of  the  gospel,  to  shine  upon 
the  pathway  of  the  benighted  and  those  who  have  long 
groped  in  the  dim  twilight  or  unenlightened  reason  ?  The 
types  and  shadows  of  the  Jewish  Church  have  been  lost 
in  the  star  which  hung  over  Bethlehem.  The  four  hun- 
dred and  odd  years  of  paganish  darkness  which  succeeded 
the  rising  of  that  star  have  rolled  over.  The  pomp  and 
splendor  with  which  regal  power  for  centuries  clothed 
the  Church  have  almost  and,  we  trust,  soon  will  entirely 
perish,  as  must  everything  that  is  not  of  God.  The  years 
of  religious  intolerance  and  ecclesiastic  tyranny  have 
expired,  we  hope,  forever.  Our  own  happy  country  has 
since  been  discovered,  and  by  'her  mild  laws  and  well- 
regulated  liberties'  hath  not  only  furnished  an  asylum 
for  the  oppressed,  but  a  government  according  with  the 
spirit  and  congenial  to  the  extension  of  our  Redeemer's 
Kingdom.  Hundreds  of  years  have  counted  their  last 
minutes,  thrones  have  crumbled,  and  empires  fallen,  to 
bring  these  days  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  which  we  see,  and 
which  'the  prophets  desired  to  see,  but  died  without  the 
sight.'  " 

If  the  writer  of  this  paper  could  be  so  moved  with  the 
prospect  of  great  service  by  the  new  seminary,  when  in 
its  territory  there  were  about  six  thousand  communicants, 
what  should  be  the  sense  of  responsibility  coming  to  us 
in  this  section  of  the  Church  when  we  realize  that  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Synods  controlling  it  there  are  ninety 
thousand  communicants  ?  The  realization  of  the  hope  and 
expectation  of  the  founders  of  this  seminary  can  only  be 


attained  by  a  recognition  of  every  minister  and  every 
member  to  appreciate  and  assist  in  building  up  this  ven- 
erable and  time-honored  institution. 

We  believe  that  a  new  day  has  come  to  Columbia  Semi- 
nary. With  the  completion  of  the  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  Synods  controlling  to  raise  sufficient  funds  the  semi- 
nary can  extend  its  usefulness  and  service  to  the  utter- 
most bounds  of  the  Southwest. 

WHAT  THE  WOMEN  OF  THE  CHURCH  HAVE 
DONE  FOR  THE  SEMINARY. 

We  are  sure  the  ladies  of  our  Church  will  be  interested 
in  the  bit  of  history  pertaining  to  the  activities  of  the 
women  toward  theological  education  a  century  ago  and 
later. 

As  early  as  1821  the  ladies  of  Camden  and  Sumter 
Churches  commenced  to  raise  funds  for  a  scholarship  in 
the  seminary  at  Princeton.  We  also  note  that  there  was 
a  Charleston  Female  Scholarship  and  an  Augusta  Female 
Scholarship,  founding  these  for  Princeton.  This  was 
before  our  own  seminary  had  its  existence.  It  will  be 
interesting  to  know  that  these  sums  have  been  faithfully 
working  for  the  Lord  for  now  over  a  century. 

Later,  in  the  history  of  our  seminary,  the  two  dormi- 
tory buildings  which  now  adorn  our  campus  were  erected 
by  two  of  our  godly  women.  The  one  on  the  east  side  of 
the  campus  bears  the  name  of  "Simon  Hall,"  in  memory 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Eliza  Simons,  of  Charleston,  who  had  left 
a  legacy  of  $5,000.  This  dormitory  was  completed  in 
1854.  The  one  on  the  west  side  of  the  campus,  known  as 
"Law  Hall,"  was  erected  by  Mrs.  Simons'  sister,  Mrs. 
Agnes  Law,  and  was  completed  in  1855.  The  first  build- 
ing, or  Simons  Hall,  we  are  told  by  Dr.  Howe,  was  com- 
pletely furnished  with  all  needed  articles  by  friends  in  the 
city  of  Charleston.  At  different  intervals  the  rooms  have 
been  refurnished  through  the  benevolence  and  thought- 
fulness  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Societies  of  the  Synod  of  South 
Carolina. 


We  feel  that  it  is  but  fitting  that  these  facts  of  history 
should  be  made  known,  that  the  good  women  of  this  gen- 
eration may  be  inspired  to  continue  the  good  work  of  the 
past. 

INTERESTING   ITEMS    OF    COLUMBIA   THEOLOG- 
ICAL SEMINARY. 

The  seminary  opened  with  fifteen  new  students  in  the 
Junior  Class  and  all  of  the  old  students  returned,  making 
a  total  of  forty-four  up  to  date. 

It  is  interesting  to  analyze  the  parentage  of  our  young 
ministers.  The  largest  number,  six,  come  from  the  homes 
of  farmers;  and  the  next,  three,  from  the  homes  of  minis- 
ters; then  come  one  each  from  the  home  of  a  salesman, 
medical  doctor,  lawyer,  teacher,  and  iron  molder. 

The  Board  of  Directors  authorized  the  purchase  of  a 
splendidly  arranged  apartment  house  for  our  married  stu- 
dents at  2225  Washington  street,  which  is  fully  occupied. 

Dr.  Reed,  the  Librarian,  reports  the  gift  of  the 
library  of  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  M.  Smith,  consisting  of 
well-selected  theological  books,  amounting  to  1,500  vol- 
umes. This  will  make  the  total  number  of  volumes  in 
our  Library  go  considerably  over  30,000.  Also,  the  theo- 
logical and  critical  works  of  the  library  of  the  late  Dr. 
W.  E.  Boggs  has  been  donated  to  the  Seminary  Library. 

About  November  1st  Mrs.  Von  Hoevenberg,  of  New 
York,  who  has  spent  much  time  in  our  Library  catalog- 
ing it  in  the  past,  will  be  with  us  again  for  a  few  months 
to  complete  her  task.  This  skilled  librarian  is  more  famil- 
iar with  our  Library  than  anyone  else  and  fully  appre- 
ciates its  great  value. 

The  returning  students  make  a  fine  report  of  their  sum- 
mer's work.  Practically  every  one  of  them  engaged  in 
some  form  of  religious  work.  They  were  distributed  over 
a  large  territory — some  in  Canada,  others  in  West  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Mississippi  and  Kentucky. 

Our  seminary  proposes  to  give  great  emphasis  to  the 
practical  development  of  our  students  in  the  future,  the 


board  having  appointed  a  Department  of  Religious  Work, 
which  gives  official  and  systematic  supervision  to  the 
preaching  and  missionary  activities  of  the  student  body. 
We  can  already  see  the  great  advantage  of  this  depart- 
ment in  regulating  the  work  of  the  students. 

While  the  seminary  greatly  regretted  to  give  up  Dr. 
Reavis  from  its  faculty,  it  is  gratified  that  the  chair  was 
so  quickly  filled  by  Dr.  Melton  Clark.  The  Department  of 
English  Bible  is  also  strengthened  by  the  assistance  of 
Dr.  Andrew  Blackwood,  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Columbia,  S.  C,  who  teaches  the  Senior  Class 
three  hours  weekly. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  board  the  installing  of  a  cen- 
tral heating  plant  and  the  general  renovation  of  the  dor- 
mitory buildings  was  authorized,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will 
be  completed  during  the  summer  of  1921. 

The  Board  of  Directors  reaffirmed  its  offer  of  owner- 
ship and  control  of  the  seminary  to  the  Synods  of  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana  and  Tennessee. 


